
North Tonawanda City School District 
Department of Speech and Language  

 
Dear Parent or Guardian,  
       
On behalf of the North Tonawanda City School District’s K-12 Speech-Language Department, we 
want you to know that we are thinking of our NT families, and we genuinely miss interacting with all of 
our students and seeing their faces every day. This is a scary and uncertain time for all of us, and the 
most important thing is to take care of each other and to put the health and safety of our families 
first. As we are encountering our own challenges, we understand how these trying times can be 
difficult to navigate. We appreciate all that you are doing to address your child’s emotional, 
educational and speech-language needs. 
 
The speech and language resources our department has provided in a link under Announcements on 
the North Tonawanda City Schools District website, www.ntschools.org, will be updated as necessary 
during this state of emergency. It is important to mention, that in addition to utilizing the provided 
online resources, some of the best ways to practice communication skills at home, are during the 
daily activities and interactions we have with our children. Please consider the following suggestions: 
 
Primary K-3: Reading books: ask “wh-” questions, describe characters, retell the story, find words in 
the book that start with the student’s targeted speech sound, say each sound of words and blend 
them together, say words that rhyme; Playtime: (i.e. Legos, Play Doh, action figures) sort by 
categories, size, color, label items that begin with the students speech sound; Meal time: hold back 
desired items until child requests using appropriate sentence structures and vocabulary, describe 
items your child is eating by taste, texture, and appearance. Giving Directions: use concept words 
like, first/second, right/left, more/less, if…then (i.e. “Put the spoon on the right-side of the bowl.” “If 
you finish your math work, then you can go outside to play.”). Games and Conversations: see below. 
 
Intermediate 4-6: Reading Books/Watching movies/videos: ask “wh-”questions, make predictions, 
discuss main idea and details, retell what happened, describe characters; Having Conversations: eye 
contact, initiating/ending, turn taking, on-topic comments, listener perspective, interpreting non-verbal 
communication (i.e. facial expressions, body language), interpersonal bonding. Board Games: see 
below. 
 
Middle and High 7-12: Board Games: turn taking, following directions, negotiation and 
communication, promotes focusing, patience, critical thinking and problem solving; Reading/Watching 
movies/videos: ask “wh-” questions, make predictions, discuss main idea and details, retell what 
happened, describe characters, compare and contrast characters and other books/movies, relate the 
story to life experiences. Conversations: see above. 
 
Please do not hesitate to reach out to your child’s North Tonawanda City School District’s Speech 
and Language Therapist with any concerns or questions. 
 
Warmest Regards, 
 
Amanda Allen (Spruce), aallen@ntschools.org                                 Suzanne Burke (NTI), sburke@ntscools.org 
Elizabeth Diegelman (Spruce), ediegelman@ntschools.org             Tracy Herr (Drake), therr@ntschools.org 
Heather Leith (NTI), hleith@ntschools.org                                         Jennifer Licht (Spruce), jlicht@ntschools.org 
Catherine Molnar (Drake/Ohio), cmolnar@ntschools.org                  Krista Rahelich (NTHS), krahelich@ntschools.org 
GregoryTibollo (NTMS/Spruce), gtibollo@ntschools.org                   Cynthia Whitehead (Ohio), cwhitehead@ntschools.org 
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L A NGUAG E

Below, you’ll find a month’s worth of short activities that will facilitate your child’s language skills 

while at home. Glue your calendar into an empty notebook. As you complete each activity, fill in the 

square. Use your blank notebook paper as needed. 

There’s no need to go in order! Simply choose one activity for each week day. 

L

ACTIVITY 1

S P E E C H  A C T I V I T I E S
F O R  H O M E

ACTIVITY 2 ACTIVITY 3 ACTIVITY 4 ACTIVITY 5

ACTIVITY 6 ACTIVITY 7 ACTIVITY 8 ACTIVITY 9 ACTIVITY 10

ACTIVITY 11 ACTIVITY 12 ACTIVITY 13 ACTIVITY 14 ACTIVITY 15

ACTIVITY 16 ACTIVITY 17 ACTIVITY 18 ACTIVITY 19 ACTIVITY 20

Choose a game. Write or say 4 - 5 

sentences describing it. Pretend you are 

explaining it to someone who has never 

played!

While completing a school activity, choose 

3 words that are unfamiliar. Use context 

clues to try to figure out the meaning. 

Write a sentence using your guess. Look up 

the definition and compare it to your own. 

Fix your definition and sentence if needed. 

Pay attention while you or someone in 

your house prepares a meal. Write or say 

every step needed to prepare that meal. 

Pretend you are telling someone who has 

never prepared it how to do so. 

Choose a movie or TV show that you have 

watched. Pick 1 character. Describe it to 

someone, but don’t use the character’s 

name. Then, show the person 2 - 3 pictures 

of characters and see if they can guess 

which one you described. 

While completing a school activity, write 

your own comprehension questions on the 

topic. For extra practice, make an answer 

key and quiz someone else. 

Choose a movie that you’ve never seen. 

Read the summary, then write or say what 

you think will happen. After you’ve 

watched it, compare and contrast what you 

thought would happen to what actually 

happened. 

Think of 3-4 meals you like to eat for 

breakfast and/or lunch. Make a grocery list 

that includes everything you would need to 

make those meals. 

Choose a game. Think of 5-10 questions 

someone might ask you while learning to 

play the game. Write them down or tell 

them to someone else. 

Ask someone who has seen your bedroom 

to describe it using 1 -2 words. Then, look 

around your room for evidence that either 

supports their words or does not support 

their words. Look for 4 -5 pieces of 

evidence. 

After reading an article (online, in a 

magazine, or in a newspaper), answer 

these 3 questions: 1. What was the main 

idea? 2. What point(s) did the author 

make? 3. What evidence did the author use 

to support the main idea?

Pretend you work for a website. Choose a 

current event or topic (news, sports, 

Hollywood, etc...). Write a short article 

about that topic. 

Choose a movie or TV show. Think of 5 -10 

words that describe it. You don’t have to 

write descriptions or use complete 

sentences: just think of words that you 

think people would associate with that 

movie/show. (funny, dramatic, etc...)

Choose two rooms in your house. Describe 

them using at least 5 key details, then 

compare and contrast them. 

While completing a school activity, find 3-4 

prefixes and suffixes in the text, directions, 

etc... Write down every prefix/suffix you 

find with at least 2 different example 

words for each one. 

Choose a grade level book, magazine, or 
newspaper from somewhere in your house.  
Choose a random part of the text and look 
for 3 words that you don’t know. Use context 
clues to try to figure out the meaning. Write 
a sentence using your guess. Look up the 
definition and compare it to your own. Fix 
your definition and sentence if needed.  

Choose an object in your home. Write or 

say at least 5 sentences describing it to 

someone else in your home. Don’t tell 

them what it is and see if they can find it!

After watching a movie or TV show with 

someone else, ask them to quiz you on it 

using the 5 WH questions: who were the 

characters, where did it take place, when 

did it take place, what happened, why did it 

happen, and how did it happen. 

Think of a hobby you like to do at home. 

Now, think of a hobby someone else in your 

home likes to do. Write or say 3-5 

sentences describing each. Then, compare 

and contrast your hobbies. 

Listen to someone in your home as they 

tell you about something that you aren’t 

familiar with. Think of at least 3 questions 

you can ask them to learn more. Write 

down what you learned. 

Choose a book from somewhere in your 

home. Make it one you’ve never read. 

Looking at the title and cover, try to guess 

what it’s about. Then, ask someone who 

has read it or check the Internet to see how 

close you were. 
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Thank You!
for your purchase

The contents of your purchase are the property of Christin Sanders of 
A Happy Learner. It is licensed to you for personal/classroom use as a 
single user. I retain the copyright and reserve all rights to this product. 

Feel free to...
| use this product for your own students
| share this product to blog posts, social media, etc... using ONLY the cover 
page or watermarked images AND with credit and link given to my TpT store
| tell your friends you enjoyed this product and link them to my TpT store
| make suggestions for improvements and inform me of any mistakes or
typos (hey - I’m only human!)
| contact me for assistance or requests

Please don’t...
| claim this work as your own, edit the files in anyway, or remove copywright/
watermark information
| sell these files or combine them into another unit for sale or for free
| post these files for sale/free on the Internet
| share these files with co-workers or other educators, in person or online

Keep in Touch!
| follow my TpT store for updates
| find me on social media:
        Instagram: @happylearner          twitter: a_happy_learner         facebook: @ahappylearner
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Where credit is due... 
| Page layout design by Jason Sanders at Bifocal Design
   www.bifocaldesign.com         Instagram: @bifocaldesign

| Photos acquired domain-free from:
   www.pexels.com         www.pixabay.com         www.upsplash.com

| Graphics designed by Jason Sanders at Bifocal Design or 
   Christin Sanders at A Happy Learner unless otherwhise noted

More Good Stuff
| For Social Skills

   Growing Bundle of 12+ Social Skills for Older Students 

| For Vocabulary

     Growing Bundle of Vocabulary Activities 

| For Comprehension

     Comprehension Bundle for Oral and Written Deficits 

| For SLPs

     Informal Language Assessment Bundle 

https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Social-Skills-Bundle-for-Speech-Therapy-12-UNITS-and-GROWING-3437228https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Social-Skills-Bundle-for-Speech-Therapy-12-UNITS-and-GROWING-3437228
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Speech-Therapy-Vocabulary-Bundle-4032687
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Speech-Therapy-Comprehension-Bundle-GROWING-3957877
https://www.teacherspayteachers.com/Product/Language-Assessments-for-SLPs-Vocab-Reading-Syntax-Phonology-Morphology-4324994


SPEECH AND LANGUAGE  
PARENT INFORMATION SHEET FOR READWORKS 

 
ReadWorks provides curriculum based non-fiction and fiction reading passages with built-in audio, 
vocabulary and question set support for readers of all levels in grades K-12. You can browse: all Reading 
Passages, Featured Reading Passages, Article-A-Day, Paired Text or search a subject your child is 
interested in. 
 
Directions For ReadWorks site: 

1) Go to https://www.readworks.org and click on “Sign Up” to set up an account. 
2) Select a passage (grade level is indicated) 
3) Select “Vocabulary“ located at the top of the page to review vocabulary presented in the passage 

and to initiate a conversation about prior knowledge about the subject 
4) Select “Passage” located at the top of the page  
5) Click on the audio-play arrow button located above the passage title 
6) Choose a comprehension strategy listed below to use as your child listens/reads and follows along 

with the text. 
7) Select “Question Sets” located at the top of the page, and answer comprehension questions 
8) You can also select the Print option, if you have a printer. 

 
For many of our students who receive Speech and Language Therapy, selecting the audio play (arrow) 
and/or speaker buttons when reading the passages, vocabulary and questions sets would be most 
beneficial. Pairing Audio with Text provides students with: 

1) Opportunity to improve comprehension of spoken language 
2) Opportunity to focus on the sounds of words read without interruption 
3) A model for how fluent reading sounds 
4) Access to more difficulty text than students are able to read (interest, age/grade appropriate levels 

vs. decoding/reading ability level) 
5) Scaffold for students as they hear and read new vocabulary in context 
6) Motivation for the reluctant reader and success in reading 
7) Opportunities to stop, and answer comprehension questions as you listen/read 
8) Opportunities for repeated reading practice to improve fluency and memory 

 
Choose comprehension strategies to use when listening to/reading a ReadWorks passage or any reading 
material. 

1) Identify the key details/information in sentences (ex. Names, places, dates/times, events, 
problem/solution). 

2) Visualization/Imagery: picture the key details of what you are listening to/reading (ex. People, 
colors, setting, actions). 

3) Draw or write down a list of  the key details in order of presentation 
4) Quietly repeat key details/import information to yourself or in your head 
5) Ask WH comprehension questions as you are listening/reading each sentence. Don’t wait until 

the end of the whole passage. 
6) Stop, go back to listen again/reread information you  think is important or don’t understand  
7) Look at the Question Sets before you read, so you know what you are going to be listening/ 

reading for. 
 
For our students working on fluency/stuttering: 

1) Choose a strategy previously focused on during your speech sessions to practice as you are 
reading words, sentences, or when summarizing the passage. Some strategies could be: easy 
onset/starts, light contact, phrasing, cancellation, pull-outs. 



For our students working on articulation: 
1) Choose words, sentences and/or the whole passage to read out loud using correct production of 

your targeted sounds. 
2) Select the Print option to print the passage and question sets, and then highlight your targeted 

sounds/words before reading out loud with correct sound production. 
3) Answer questions with correct speech sound production 
4) Tell about your favorite fact from the passage with correct sound production 
5) Verbally summarize the passage using correct speech sound production 

 
 
For our students working on expressive language: 

1) Review, talk about, and relate passage vocabulary to things you learned and know about 
2) When your child is answering questions, correct any grammar or syntax (word order) errors, and 

then have him/her repeat the sentence correctly. 
3) Summarize the passage verbally or in written form including key details 
4) If you listen to/read a story format: retell it with a beginning/middle/end. Think of a different 

ending/conclusion or a different title/main idea. 
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